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The French Air Force personnel were excellent, except
perhaps for a few units, but their 'planes were very
much slower than the German, The Morane chasers
had very little chance against the Messerschmitts;
it was only towards the end that American machines
were arriving in any number. Each army had its own
squadron of fighter, 'planes for the protection of the
troops, but there were not enough of them, and, follow-
ing the bombing carried out by the Germans on May 10,
there were fewer still. The day that Holland, Belgium
and Luxemburg were invaded the Germans bombed
France for the first time. They knew exactly where
every aerodrome was, and they attacked the majority
at dawn on May 10. I was at Nancy at the time, where
they bombed the town, after destroying at least ten
'planes at the Toul aerodrome nearby; there were
similar losses at aerodromes all over France. After that
the French air-fields were being repeatedly attacked,
and repeatedly changed. This caused disorganisation
at a time when chasers and bombers were especially
needed to work to the utmost One of the officers in
charge of the aerodrome at Chartres described the
difficulties *
" Each time we move to a new air-ground, which
we do about every two or three days, the ground staff
have to foflow us either by train or lorry. Owing to
the heavy bombing of communications there are very
few trains and on the roads everyone is held up because
of the refugees, with the result that the staff oftea arrive
at the air-grouads after we have already left for a new